
Reprehensible or Unacceptable behaviour   -   Suggested Sanctions 
Sanctions will be imposed by members of a Disciplinary Tribunal in line with WBF guidelines but every effort will be made to 
apply them fairly and with full consideration of any known factors that ought to influence the severity of application.  

    

OFFENCE 
Suggested sanctions  -  Where accused 
accepts charge and apologises or shows 

remorse 

Suggested sanctions  -  Where 
accused maintains innocence.           

No apology 

Suggested sanctions  -               
Second or subsequent offence 

Verbal abuse or loss of temper at the 
table (excluding TD rulings agreed at 

the time) 

Censure with warning that subsequent 
offence will attract a greater sanction                       

6-12 month suspension, possibly 
suspended if mitigating factors exist 

1. 2-3 year SBU suspension 
2. 2-4 year International ban 

Physical abuse or extended or serious 
disruption at a Club or Tournament 6-18 month suspension 2-3 year suspension 

1. 5-10 year SBU suspension 
2. Consider permanent suspension 
3. At least 10 year International ban 

All activities under the banner of 
cheating by an individual, including 

self-kibitzing 

1. 1-2 year SBU suspension 
2. 2-4 year International ban 

1. 2-4 year SBU suspension 
2. 4-10 year International ban 

1. 5-10 year SBU suspension 
2. Consider permanent suspension 
3. Lifetime International ban 

Collusive cheating (with partner, 
teammates etc) 

1. 2-4 year individual SBU suspension 
2. 5-10 year SBU suspension on the 

partnership (or team) playing together 
3. At least 10 year International ban 

1. 3-5 year individual SBU suspension 
2. 10 year - permanent ban on the 

partnership/team playing together 
3. Lifetime International ban 

1. 10 year suspension to permanent 
ban on the individual. 

2. Permanent ban on the pair or 
team playing together. 

3. Lifetime international ban for all 
 
NOTES         
1. A monetary sanction should be considered in all cases where an organisation or person has suffered a monetary loss as a result of the offender's behaviour. 
2. An SBU ban will be published and advised to the EBL with wide circulation within.   The WBF will be advised of the case at the "case to answer" stage. 
3. The player/pair will be considered "not of good standing" for at least the period of the ban. 
4. Additional sanctions, including but not restricted to removal of event wins, trophies and masterpoints may be considered after the Tribunal verdict by L & E. 
5. In extreme cases, a pre-emptive ban may be imposed.  This is superseded when any determined sanction is imposed, or innocence established. 
6. Sanctions can include treatment and/or counselling.    Non-compliance may lead to extension of the sanction. 
7. Previous offences involving proven cheating will remain on a player's record indefinitely. 
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