Bronze Bidding Challenge: August 2024

This month’s problems come from a Scottish Cup match.

Problem 1 Teams: NS Vul, Dealer North
403 WEST | NORTH | EAST | SOUTH
PK52 - 24 X 34
¢AKT863 ?

&74
Bid Marks Panel Competitors
4D 10 6 31
5D 7 1 11
X 7 1 5
4H 4 4
P 3 1

Most of the panel elected to bid 4¢ which has the benefit of showing the right values and right shape. The
main consideration is whether to bid 44 or 5¢ although a responsive double is also a very good option as
explained by lain and Robert. Derek has a good tip to pass on.

Sime : 49 . If | were vulnerable, | would try 5¢ which is probably not much worse than a 50% shot. The odds required
for a vulnerable game are 37.5% when one off is the worst that can happen. Not a hand for a responsive double, since
when | pull 4%, partner will expect me to have four hearts

Sanders : 4. | don't think | have quite enough to bid game. Meanwhile a secret tip: 'to bid five of a minor somebody
needs a singleton’. Let's hope partner knows this too and raises to 5¢ with a singleton spade!

Robert preferred the responsive double

Clow: X. Denies 4 Hearts but shows good values. Leaves 3N as a possible resting place if partner has a suitable Spade
holding (unlikely!).

Partner held; 98; AJ87; QJ7; AKJ6 and | couldn’t quite make 5 Diamonds after what turned out to be an
overbid.

TIP : Free bids do show decent values however be aware that certain aspects of your hand may not be
useful e.g the Q4 was not holding its value on this hand

Problem 2 Teams: EW Vul, Dealer South
&T943 | WEST | NORTH | EAST | SOUTH
¥J95 - - - P
¢QT52 P 1s X P
*K9 1a P INT P

?
Bid | Marks | Panel | Competitors
3N 10 6 11
2N 6 1 3
P 3 34
2D 3 4

The panel were clear that they would either raise to game or invite to game after partner doubled and then
bid NT. What does this bidding mean? Liz, Steve and Danny were confident on its meaning.



McGowan : 3NT. Partner’s sequence shows approximately 19-20HCP. | could torture her by raising to 2NT, but | am
not sure what that shows! We are vulnerable so | do not want to miss game, and my initial response means | cannot
have much more than this.

Hamilton : 3NT. Partner has shown 18-20 balanced with a stop.

Male : 3NT. Partner’s bid shows 19/20+ points. 1nt overcall immediately is 15 to18.

Partner’s hand was K75; KQT43; AJ4; 78 and | bid 3NT which turned out to be a straightforward contract for my
partner.

TIP : The key is to understand that a INT overcall shows approximately 15 to 18 points. A double then a bid
shows a stronger hand in this case a balanced hand stronger than 18 points.

Problem 3 Teams NS Vul, Dealer South
*AJO7 WEST | NORTH | EAST SOUTH
VA4 1e
¢3 248 29 P 39
#AKJIT76 f; 49 P P
Bid | Marks | Panel | Competitors

X 10 4 28
5C 7 2 9
P 5 1 14
4S 3 1

Double was the popular choice amongst the panel but by no means unanimous.

Sime : X. | can torture partner with another double. This may work out badly, but there is a possible double game
swing (partner has Qxxx of spades) or a decent penalty (singleton club or a trump trick).

Hamilton: X. Hopefully if partner has some Clubs he'll bid, and if he's short we'll beat 4H.

Others opted for 54

Male : 54. it looks as though 49 is making. | might make my 3 aces, but | can make 7+ tricks in clubs and find a
sacrifice.

Partner held; 853; 62; JT754; 843 and, tempted by the favourable vulnerability, | doubled expecting partner
to choose between spades and clubs. Partner duly chose 5 Clubs which turned out to be a successful
sacrifice against 4 Heart when Spades behaved.

TIP : If you are considering a sacrifice, look at the vulnerability, here, if the vulnerability were reversed, it would
be dangerous to bid again. With the favourability, you are in a position to offer partner a choice however it is not
clear cut.

Problem 4 Teams Love All, Dealer West
K8 WEST NORTH | EAST | SOUTH
¥J187 P P 28* P

* %
OAT542 2 P_| 2 P
&765 :

* Shows a strong hand

** Waiting bid
Bid | Marks | Panel | Competitors
3D 10 5 31
3S 7 2 3

2N 6 6




3N 5 3
4D 4 2
4S 4 5
4N 3 2

Partner has shown a strong hand with spades. You have some decent values (an Ace and a King are very
powerful after a strong bid). How do you convey the good news to your partner? The panel preferred a
simple natural change of suit.

Male : 3¢. Natural and forcing Kx in spades looks good. Some might bid 3S which promises an Ace in the old days.

Hamilton: 3. Not quite enough in Spades to support right away, 2NT might look weak, and 3NT makes finding a slam
harder.

Frame : 39. Partner's sequence is game forcing so there's no need to do any more at this stage than show the location
of some of my values - the key decision for me will be how to continue in the light of his third bid!

Liz preferred a raise

McGowan : 34. Not ideal but partner promises good suit and it seems a good idea to set trump. Bidding 3 ¢ will not
help partner decide what to do. This way | can show my Ace later and let partner count her winners.

Partner held AQT62; AK932; K; AQ and we played in a fortunate 6 Spade slam after everything behaved; a
heart slam would have potentially played better. | made a bid of 3 Spades which shows the right values but
ideally, 1 would like another spade.

TIP: Once partner has made a game forcing bid, if you have good values, you can go slowly and find the
correct denomination without taking up a lot of room.



Top Scorers

Congratulations to Robin MacPherson, Ken Brown and Dawn & Peter Beckett who scored a maximum on a tricky set.

Robin also leads the annual tournament followed by Paul Kerr, Ken Brown, Fiona McCourt and May Armour.

Will lles 3 Star Master Stewartry 32
Robin MacPherson 2 Star Master New Melville 40
Pam Warner 1 Star Master New Melville 33
Jane Smithson 1 Star Master Berwick 30
Alasdair Adam 1 Star Master Stirling 30
Ken Brown Master Pentland 40
Brian Rattray Master Oban 33
Dawn & Peter Beckett District Master New Melville 40
May Armour District Master Kyle 37
Stephen Carr District Master Ness 33
Keith Smith District Master New Melville 32
Quentin Stephens District Master Aberdeen 30
Alan Paterson District Master Johnstone 30
Gerald Della-Porter District Master New Melville 18
Sonja Fair Local Master New Melville 33
Jacky Lindsay Local Master New Melville 31
Allison Clayton / Lesley Cochrane | Local Master Aberdeen 30
Angela Horsfall Local Master Carlton 30
Larry Watson Local Master Buchanan 30
Fiona McCourt Club Master Bearsden 37
Angela Visocchi Club Master New Melville 36
Brian Allan Club Master Dundee 33
John Baraclough Club Master Inverness Caledonian 33
Sandie Watson Club Master New Melville 33
Debbie Bland Club Master Bearsden 33
Sandra Mair Club Master Carlton 32

Congratulations to Walter Hamilton, Keith Smith and Alan Cox on their recent promotions.

Master: Walter Hamilton
District Master: Keith Smith
Club Master: Alan Cox

Master Point Promotions




