2024 Bronze Bidding Challenge: May

This month’s problems come from the Lady Milne Trophy. (Match 2 if you want to investigate further in the
RealBridge archive.) My thanks to the panellists for their tolerance of my inefficiency, and a warm welcome to a
new member, Robert Clow.

Problem 1 Teams: None Vul Dealer West
] WEST | NORTH | EAST | SOUTH

QAQJI7 ?

0T652

»A632

| was the only player in the Lady Milne to Pass, agreeing with:
MALE: PAss. Poor shape. 4441 hands notoriously play badly. Pass. and wait for partner to open a spade.

TUDOR: PAss. | prefer to have a sound opener with 4441 hands. Partner invariably responds in your singleton.
and then you’re devaluing your hand immediately.

FRAME: Pass. Controversial to pass with 12 HCP but there are 12 spades between the other 3 hands so surely

someone will open the bidding and I'll then try to catch up - the traditional adage for a dubious opening bid is to
add your HCP to the number of spades and only open if this comes to 15 or more so this hand fails the test!

It is best not to give full value to a singleton honour unless partner bids the suit. | treat this hand as an 11 count.

CLow: Pass. It goes against the grain to pass this hand, but a singleton Spade means | will probably need to lie
with my rebid. | will also be well placed to make a take-out double if the bidding remains low enough. 3rd in hand
| would open a heart.

Lots of competitors chose 19, but that has a serious rebid problem when partner responds 1 4, as partners will.
All would be well if you had a few more points and could rebid a 15-171NT. Here you would have to try two of a
minor, hoping not to get false preference for hearts. 4=2 fits are notoriously hard to handle.

Those who opened chose the technically correct bid:

HAMILTON: 14 — I'm expecting a 1 a response, after which | can rebid 2# (lying about minors instead of majors).

SIME: 14 Assume partner will bid your singleton (he always does). Then plan the rebid which will make you the
least uncomfortable- 1¢-1a-2&.

At the table | passed mainly because of the quality of the diamond suit — | did not want to play in diamonds!
1% is an alternative, but then there is no rebid if partner responds 1 4 (unless you play strong no-trump).
Those who opened 14 all reached game safely when it was LHO who overcalled spades — the worst does not
always happen.

Derek has an interesting suggestion.
SANDERS: 1NT. However you bid this hand it will mislead partner! So instead of prolonging the agony, I'll get it

over in one action. Still, | am not far away and if my partner insists on spades, the singleton Jack should play
OK. In fact, it might work out well if opponents wander into the auction! The suits won’t be breaking well for

them, a nasty surprise ().
It is not illegal to open 1INT with a singleton — it may be the best option on a 4=4=4=1 hand with a singleton

honour. But opponents tend to lead Majors against no-trump, so you must be prepared to shrug off the
occasional disaster.

Panel | Points | Competitors
Pass 5 10 20
1¢ 2 8 4
INT 1 7 0
19 5 25
1% 3 7

Partner held Q7542 93 AKQ93 K. 64 depends on the heart finesse, but the only pair to bid it chose to discard
a heart on the #A and try the ruffing finesse instead.



Problem 2 Teams: All Vul Dealer South

«Q873 WEST | NORTH | EAST | SOUTH
¥J53 Pass Pass 1e 248
¢JT8 ?

&#AQ2

10 HCP make you want to take some action, but is there a good action to take? Three panellists favour 2NT.
TUuDOR: 2NT. A bit of a stretch, but best describes my shape and good stop in the opposition’s suit.
HamILTON: 2NT. Natural. If partner has a distributional hand with spades, they might still bid them.

SANDERS: 2NT: The balanced nature of the hand and double club stop make this the most practical shot. Should
partner be strong and unbalanced with four spades, they can rebid 3 4 and we will still locate our fit&.

Hard to imagine partner bidding a 4-card spade suit over 2NT. What if she has a 4-card heart suit?
Most other panellists are anxious not to miss a potential spade fit.

McKAY: DBLE. To keep spades in the auction. If partner bids hearts, I'll bid NT.

CLow: DBLE. Of course, | should be 4-4 in the Majors, but this hand looks good enough to invite and | would
hate to miss a spade fit if partner is good enough to bid them. | can always bid 2NT over 29.

Steve thinks it better to make no bid rather than a bad one.

MALE: Pass. Values in their suit, 4 - 3 in the majors, double is a distortion in my opinion, 24 is an underbid.
Partner might have opened light in 3rd, will keep my powder dry.

Panel | Points | Competitors
Dbl 4 10 9
2NT 3 8 27
Pass 1 7 1
24 0 4 14
26 0 3 4
3¢ 0 2 1

Partner had opened rather light in 3™ seat, with another 4=4=4=1. A654 K986 Q762 7 (not recommended at
this vulnerability). It was best to stay low: our 2NT bidder went 4 down!

Problem 3 Teams: All Vul Dealer East
0 WEST | NORTH | EAST | SOUTH
v876542 — - 12NT Pass
OAKJ 90 Pass \ 4 Pass
&KQ5 !

Most of the panel bid game in their long suit, with varying degrees of enthusiasm.

HAMILTON: 49 The poor hearts don't put me off - if we're playing 3NT we'd likely need the hearts too, and in 49
we are safe in spades.

TUDOR: 49. | could treat this poor 6-card suit as a 5-card suit and say 3NT, but the singleton spade is a worry.
CLow: 49. A horrible suit but we do have an 8+ card fit. Partner is likely to have a spade stop but where are our
tricks without Hearts? In 4H we might lose 3 heart tricks and still make 10 tricks

Seems to me that partner is almost sure to have some values in spades when she has a maximum of 7HCP in
the minors. If there are 3 heart losers there may be a missing Ace as well...

Derek finds the winning bid:

SANDERS: 3NT: Partner can convert to 49 with three hearts. See how our heart suit is very weak and there are

lots of outside values, so best only to play 49 when it's a 9-card fit. This is because with the very poor 6-card
holding the 8-card fit is extremely fragile when running into a 4-1 break. Meanwhile, in 3NT you may have four

losers but still nine tricks &).
lain looks for a way to consult partner.

SIME: 3&. Don't want to lock into hearts or play in NT off five spades. Only a slight danger that we end in 5% on a
4/3 fit. Partner should not insist upon clubs in case | have 10xxx or similar.

Not a bad idea. Partner will return to hearts with some support. With a doubleton heart and weak diamonds, she
might bid 3 # to show a stuffy holding and you can subside in 3NT. She will insist on clubs only with a 5-card suit.



Panel | Points | Competitors
49 5 10 43
3& 1 9 0
3NT 1 9 2
3e 1 7 2
39 0 6 6
3¢ 0 5 1
44 0 2 1
ANT 0 1 1

Partner has AKJ6 T9 Q732 JT9. 49 has 4 top losers, but that was not always clear to the defenders. The only
declarer to reach 3NT managed to play it off!

Problem 4 Teams: NS Vul Dealer North
aKJ4 WEST | NORTH | EAST | SOUTH

9742 - Pass | Pass 1s

€Q98632 ?

SA

For a record-breaking third time, Steve does not fancy bidding.

MALE: PAss. Do | want a diamond lead? Probably not. Do | want to tell the opponents how to play the hand?
Certainly not. | see too many players sticking a bid in just because they have a 5-card suit. Recently a partner of
mine overcalled a diamond on AQxxx, declarer with KJx in his hands immediately upgraded his hand and
reached a thin game. (Thanks, partner!)

There are 3 basic reasons to overcall: to reach a making contract of your own; to use up opponents’ space; and
to directalead. A 1¢ overcall uses up no space —in fact, it makes it easier for third hand to show both majors at
once with a negative double. A diamond lead might be useful against no-trump — but we cannot be sure that
partner will be on lead. So, the only reason to bid 1 here is to reach a making contract. | am not sure how likely
this might be.

Most panellists decide to use up space with a weak jump overcall:

SANDERS: 2¢. My philosophy is that to overcall 1& with 1¢ you need about an opening bid since there is no real
tactical advantage to bidding otherwise. Even so despite the hand being just about worth the above partner has
passed so better to try and put a spanner in the works with a non-vulnerable jump overcallJ.

McKAY: 2¢. Trading on the vulnerability, unlikely to come to any great harm.

HAaMILTON: 2¢. A weak jump overcall. Not perfect but with strength outside diamonds but partner is a passed
hand, so we have more licence to bid.

FRAME: 2¢: While | only have 10HCP, we are at favourable vulnerability and my spades look to be well placed so
I'll risk competing and, at the same time, help partner with the opening lead if North ends up as declarer in a NT
contract.

There are a couple of other suggestions:

TuDOR: 14. Jumping to 3¢ is tempting at this vulnerability, but my partner will expect a better a suit than this. If
my partner raises diamonds, then | might get more aggressive - depending how the auction progresses...

Sive: DBL: Keeping open all possibilities. 14 is more likely to backfire than do any good

I might endorse this if the #A was changed to the PA. As it is, with only 10 HCP, only 3-cards in each Major and
a singleton Ace, | think double is too flawed.

Panel | Points | Competitors
2¢ 5 10 26
Pass | 1 8 3
1¢ 1 6 25
Dbl |1 4 2

Partner had 632 K53 AT KT653. You can just about make 2¢; opponents can make 24. If you Pass RHO is likely to
land in INT and you can lead diamonds yourself.



May Top Scorers

The top score for May was achieved by Robin MacPherson with a perfect score. Five scored 38; these were Jane
Smithson, David Olive, Alan Paterson, Pat Sinclair, and Debbie Bland

Robin also moves into the lead for the annual competition after five months with Paul Kerr a close second; there are
still many more months left for everyone to catch up!

Name Rank Club Score
Roy Heanes 2 Star Master New Melville 37
Robin MacPherson 1 Star Master New Melville 40
Jane Smithson 1 Star Master Berwick 38
David Olive Master Caledonian 38
Paul Kerr Master Troon 36
Alan Kirk Master Bearsden 36
David Hartley Master St Andrews 36
Elizabeth Rose Master Direct 35
Andy McKinnel Master Linlithgow 34
Graham Vincent Master Linlithgow 34
Robert Taylor Master Linlithgow 31
Alan Paterson District Master Johnstone 38
Pat Sinclair District Master New Melville 38
Lesley Robertson District Master Peebles 36
Quentin Stephens District Master Aberdeen 35
May Armour District Master Kyle 34
John Ramsay District Master Carlton 33
Sheila Ritchie District Master Dundee 33
Dawn & Peter Beckett | District Master New Melville 33
John Smithson District Master Berwick 31
Angela Horsfall Local Master Carlton 33
Debbie Bland Club Master Bearsden 38
Fiona McCourt Club Master Bearsden 36
Sandie Watson Club Master New Melville 34
John Baraclough Club Master Inverness Caledonian 31
Gillean Hoehnke Club Master New Melville 30
Elinor Adamson Club Master New Melville 30
Wilma Currie Club Master Kilmacolm 30
Annie Brown Novice New Melville 34
Anne Ross Novice New Melville 33
Fiona Davis Novice New Melville 31
lan Lowson Novice New Melville 30




